
SUMMER HOLIDAY 2007 
From June to August, the children at Akany Avoko experienced a 

summer that felt like a real holiday.  All of the children followed a 

schedule of activities, much the way they would at a camp, allowing 

them to participate in and learn new hobbies, sports, and skills.  In 

the second part of the summer, they were divided into two groups to take turns travelling to 

Mahajanga for a break from winter in the high plains.  They enjoyed 

a hot holiday at the beach where they had a chance to build sand 

castles, play on the beach, and cool off with lots of swimming in the 

ocean.  The children have put together this newsletter to explain 

their holidays and their favourite parts of it.   



 

« …This holiday was very special compared to the ones before because we have got many activities 

and hobbies to entertain us  » 

 

« … .this year is very special and different;  we have had  the chance to 

learn how to use computers and we have all had fun doing competition 

with the games in the computer and typing…we never  want to leave the 

computer room when our turn is finished! » 

 

Here are all the different activities we had: sports, dance, gardening, handicrafts, 

cooking, going for walks, learning “etiquette and life skills;” and of course, as we mentioned 

above, we had fun learning how to use computers as well.  We invite you to see more about 

all our activities below.  

 

     

Dance: 

There are two different dances that we learned, Traditional dances and contemporary 

dances.  For both, we had very well known teachers.  

 

The traditional dances :  

These are Malagasy dances, which means that we dance with Malagasy songs.  What 

also makes them different is that we have to sing the 

songs at the same time as we dance.  Often the 

dances show the different cultures and ways of life 

in the different ethnic groups in Madagascar (eg. 

people from the highland, people from the south, and 

so on…).  When we really enjoy a dance, we always 

would like to keep singing the songs from that tribe.   

 



«Even though there are lots of different dialects, we 

have fun speaking the language which is all called 

Malagasy language, and it’s funny sometimes because 

some of us don’t know how to pronounce the dialect 

well but we are in a rush to sing the tune!!!!” 

 

The contemporary dances:   

These are the modern dances which need neither heavy nor slow music to go with 

them.  Most of the music that goes with this dance sounds like African music. But these 

dances are also done to show stories. They need concentration from the dancers and the 

spectators because you can draw lessons from them in addition to being entertained. They are 

also of course a source of money for dancers. 

“I like contemporary dances very much. We often perform dances for the visitors at Akany 

Avoko and I am very happy to see people enjoy watching me dance.”

 

 

Handicrafts: 

 We learn how to sew and afterwards we can sell our crafts in the Akany Avoko café.  

Madame Vony teaches us how to sew and there are volunteers as well coming to Akany 

Avoko to teach us lots of different skills such as drawing, painting, taking photos and so on. 

 

               

 



 

 

Gardening:  

This is also one of the holiday activities because we need to keep our home looking green and 

nice. For these gardening activities, we water the vegetables, weed and fertilize.  

“ What makes it funny when working in the garden is to see some girls who are afraid of 

worms and also to see the ones who are not used to doing the work, but most of us have 

been living at Akany for a long time so are used to everything.” 

 

Preparation of meals: 

We take turns cooking and during 

the holiday we are used to helping 

one another because lots of visitors 

came, such as BSES, World 

Challenge. We felt very tired after 

the preparation, but we have a 

proverb in Malagasy saying: 

 “You cannot have proper meal until you work hard and start 

sweating!” 

 

sports: 

We all at Akany Avoko like sports very much and we have got our goal for the sports with the 

help of our trainers to participate in the 

competition organised by the 

“Analamanga league”, we would like to 

take part in football competition but we 

also play volleyball and basketball  

 

And everyone is crazy about this sport 

and enjoys it very much. One of the girls 



said, “I like playing basketball very much because it will help me get taller and make me 

strong and of course make me happy when I win!” 

 

Life SKIlls:  

This program is to help us think about our future which means helping and leading us to think 

about reaching one goal in the future, also we learn about life skills and how to be polite 

because we live in a place to prepare young people to be real citizens. 

  

Going for a walk:    

 

 

These are all the fun activities we had while we were at the centre.  The second part was 

going on holiday to the North West coast of Madagascar.  You can read about it next!  

We all like going for a walk and on Sundays we 

won’t be happy until we go for a long walk with 

volunteers.  

“We prefer walking up the hills, we have even 

been up to one hill five times because we really 

enjoy seeing all the nice view”. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

We go on holiday together every year, we go to different places but often it takes place at the 

coast, and also some girls and kids have never been to the coast so this always gives us the 

chance to see the ocean. This year our staff chose Mahajanga on the North West coast of 

Madagascar, we did lots of activities during our holiday over there such as swimming, 

cooking, playing, going for a walk, singing, dancing and sightseeing. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are about 160 girls and children 

at Akany Avoko 

so we had to be divided into two groups for the trip, 

the first group had been in Majunga 

from 6
th

 to 16
th

 August 

and the second group from 21
st
 to 31

st
 August. 

Majunga is about 550 km from the city 

so it took us about  14 hours to reach there; 

the first group had trouble with broken tyre 

on the way back so it took them 

24 hours to reach the centre. 



 

This was the girls first impression to be in Majunga: 
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We stayed in one big house over there, and at 

nights we slept all together down on the floor 

using our own mattresses. 

The staff and the older girls took turns to 

prepare our meal, and it was fun eating 

together down on the mats 

” what a hot weather, nice town and 

such a huge ocean which is so 

amazing!” 

 

We didn’t do much on our first day 

because everyone was very tired but in 

the afternoon, we were divided into five 

groups and in each group had two staff 

to look after us and we called them 

Mum and Dad, we organised all our 

activities and took turns cooking, doing 

the washing up and so on. 

 



 

So we spent most of our time on the beach, we packed our lunch in the morning and off to the 

beach, had fun together, swam, played with sand, took photos....., 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The little ones too enjoyed playing with the sand and had fun playing in the sea, at first they 

were all nervous and afraid of the sea, but later they were all fine and didn’t want to leave the 

water; we were so happy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It had been so wonderful being on 

the beach and seeing the blue ocean, 

but at first we were a little bit shy to 

wear our swimming costumes since 

we were not used to it”. 

 

Do had a special sand 

birthday cake made in 

celebration of his 

birthday!!! 



 

We left the beach at 4ish and got ready for fun at the seaside in town, we were strolling and 

chatting with one another, also went for merry go round and a big ferris wheel, had brochette, 

took some photos. It was crowded at the seaside in the evening because it was so hot there 

then people preferred hanging about outside before going to bed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also organised song competitions “Akany Idol” 

between us and we held them every evening before 

going to bed, it was fun to sing in the front of 

everyone!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another day we went to have 

an excursion at the cirque 

rouge which is a kind of 

canyon. 

We were so happy to 

see the big ships at the 

harbour and also 

seeing such a huge 

tree called baobab. 
 

Then we were given the 

opportunity to sightsee and 

went for a rickshaw ride. 



 

At the weekend, we didn’t do very much, on Saturday we just stayed at home to have rest and 

on Sunday we went to church. 

 

On our way back home, we were given small money and bought “voandalana” which means 

fruit of the road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


